Improvisation

Improvisation: The art of making up your own music/solos on the spot. I like to think of it as spontaneous composition.

What's Important?

1.  Time/Rhythm/Sound: Always keep your place in the solo, play interesting rhythms that are in time or fit with the song that you are playing, and play with your best sound.

2. Notes/Articulation/Dynamics: Know which scales and chords will sound the best over the song that you are improvising on. Varying your articulation (tonguing style and pattern of tongue/slurs) and dynamics (volume) will help you to add interest to your solo.

3. Effects: There are many musical effects that can also be used to create more interesting solos. 

Concert Bb Blues Scale
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12 Bar Blues--Actual Changes 
*Now that you have mastered the blues scale, let's take your solos to the next level. Although the blues scale will sound great anywhere in the blues, eventually, it will get boring. The blues is actually a specific set of chord changes and if you can bring out the subtle changes it will add a lot to your solo. Practice playing the chord tones (1, 3, 5, and 7) of each scale. 
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Different Scales

You can use different scales to create different sounds in your solos just like a painter uses different colors in their paintings. There are many types of scales: Major, minor, dominant, whole-tone, half-diminished, diminished, diminished whole-tone, chromatic, blues, pentatonic, and more!! Your private teacher can help you learn to use these scales in the correct way.

Minor Scales: If you know your Major scales, you actually already know some of your minor scales. Dorian Minor is the most common minor scale used in jazz improvisation. It is the second mode of the major scale. In other words, start any major scale on the second note and you will get the Dorian minor for that key!

Major & Dorian Minor Scales

Major Scale: WWHWWWH
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Dorian Minor Scale (2nd mode of major) WHWWWHW
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Patterns 

Learning specific patterns can be very helpful when learning to improvise. Here is a list of a bunch of patterns that I like to use in my solos: roots (the 1st note , 1212, 123, 321, 12345, 1235, 135, 531, 1357, 7531, 12345321, 12345765. You can also come up with your own! Try writing your ideas down when you play something that you like.

Transcription: This is the practice of learning to play and write down other peoples solos and ideas in order to learn them. 

Rhythm Section

· Change sounds for each soloist: different cymbal, bass line, comping rhythm

· Interact with the soloist

· Drummers should be as comfortable reading music notation and improvising on the vibes as any other instrumentalist. 
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